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SUBJECT: SIHANOUK'S TRANSIT OP PRANCE 

1 . QUAI INDOCHINA DESK OPPICER VILLEMUR SAID NEWS 
AGENCIES HAD COVERED ACCURATELY SIHANOUK’S STATEMENTS 
AND OTHER ASPECTS OP HIS BRIEF STAY IN FRANCE ON HIS WAY 
TO THE UNGA AND QUAI HAD LITTLE TO ADD ON SUBSTANCE. 

THE MOST SIGNIPICANT STATEMENT POR PRANCE WAS THAT THE 
GRUNK HAD ACCEPTED PRANCE'S APRIL 12 RECOGNITION AND 
THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES WOULD SOON EXCHANGE AMBASSADORS, 
"NEXT YEAR OR IN TWO YEARS." THE QUAI BELIEVES THAT 
SIHANOUK'S STATEMENTS AND ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS, PARTIC- 
ULARLY CONCERNING RELATIONS WITH POREIGN COUNTRIES 
INCLUDING PRANCE AND THE UNITED STATES, REPRESENTED THE 
OPFICIAL POSITIONS OP THE GRUNK, AND NOT JUST 

SIHANOUK'S PERSONAL OPINIONS. QUAI WAS STRUCK BY 
MODERATE TONE OP REPERENCE TO U.S. 

2. VILLEMUR SAID THAT IN ADDITION TO THE DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OP PROTOCOL PREYSSINET (IN THE ABSENCE 

OP THE DIRECTOR OP PROTOCOL) PORMER AMBASSADOR TO 
PEKING ETIENNE MANAC'H WAS AT THE AIRPORT AS AN OFPICIAL 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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TASK WAS TO WELCOME SIHANOUK AND EXCHANGE COURTESIES BUT 
NOT TO ENGAGE IN SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. THE GOF MADE 
AVAILABLE THE VIP PAVILLION WHICH IS USED ONLY EOR THE 
CHILES OE STATE AND HEADS OE GOVERNMENT. 

3. THE ERENCH HAD NOTED THAT THE ROLE OE lENG SARY AS 
SIHANOUK'S "GUARDIAN" HAD NOW BEEN TAKEN BY KEAT CHHON. 

THE ERENCH ACCORDINGLY CONCLUDED THAT SIHANOUK WOULD 
CONTINUE TO BE ON HIS BEST BEHAVIOR IN NEW YORK. 
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